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THE BILLS
House Bills 6066, 6067, 6068 would institute a photo ID requirement for virtually all voters — effectively
making it more difficult for the poor, elderly, communities of color, and the disabled to vote.

CALLTO ACTION
Legislators in the Michigan House of Representatives and Governor Rick Snyder need to hear from as

many constituents as possible who oppose these bills.

TARGETS TO CALL AND EMAIL
Please call and email the following contacts to voice your opposition to these dangerous bills:

e Governor Rick Snyder
e Your State House Representative

TALKING POINTS

VOTING IS A FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT, NOT A PRIVILEGE
e Nothing is more fundamental to our democracy than the right to vote.
e When people take the time and responsibility to exercise their right to vote, we need to
guarantee that their votes are counted and our voices are heard.

VOTER ID LAWS ARE DISCRIMINATORY
e Voter ID laws have a disproportionate and unfair impact on low-income individuals, racial and
ethnic minority voters, students, senior citizens, voters with disabilities and others who do not
have a government-issued ID or the money to acquire one.
Research shows that 11% of US citizens — or more than 21 million Americans -- do not have
government-issued photo identification.
Nationally, up to 25% of African American citizens of voting age lack government-issued photo
ID, compared to only 8% of whites."
18% of Americans over the age of 65 (or 6 million senior citizens) do not have a government-
issued photo ID.
e The practical effect of these bills will be to disenfranchise the cast majority of voters who don’t
have ID or show up to Election Day without it.

! Brennan Center for Justice, Citizens without Proof: A Survey of Americans’ Possession of Documentary Proof of Citizenship and Photo
Identification, 3.


http://legislature.mi.gov/(S(3nsvxdfrp454x5wavndb3o2n))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=2016-HB-6066
http://legislature.mi.gov/(S(3nsvxdfrp454x5wavndb3o2n))/mileg.aspx?page=getobject&objectname=2016-HB-6067
http://legislature.mi.gov/(S(3nsvxdfrp454x5wavndb3o2n))/mileg.aspx?page=getobject&objectname=2016-HB-6068
http://www.michigan.gov/snyder/0,4668,7-277-57827-267869--,00.html
http://house.mi.gov/MHRPublic/CommitteeInfo.aspx?comkey=331

NO ELIGIBLE CITIZEN SHOULD HAVE TO PAY TO VOTE

Requiring voters to obtain an ID in order to vote is tantamount to a poll tax. Although some
states issue IDs for free, the birth certificates, passports, or other documents required to obtain
a government-issued ID cost money, and many Americans simply cannot afford to pay for them.
In addition, states incur sizable costs when providing IDs to voters who do not have them. Given
the financial strain many states already are experiencing, this is an unnecessary allocation of
taxpayer dollars.

WE SHOULD BE FOCUSED ON PROVEN SOLUTIONS TO MODERNIZE AND SECURE OUR ELECTIONS

Michigan is one of only 5 states that severely limits the freedom of eligible citizens to register to
vote and cast a ballot — meaning, we do not have no-reason absentee voting, online registration,
election-day registration, early voting, and grossly under-invest in our election technology.
Voter ID laws restrict access to the voting booth at a time when Michigan has fallen behind
other states in ensuring out elections are secure, accurate, and modern.

VOTER ID LAWS ARE DISCRIMINATORY

Voter ID laws have a disproportionate and unfair impact on low-income individuals, racial and
ethnic minority voters, students, senior citizens, voters with disabilities and others who do not
have a government-issued ID or the money to acquire one.

The Supreme Court has held that a state cannot value one person’s vote over another and that
is exactly what these laws do.

Research shows that 11% of US citizens — or more than 21 million Americans -- do not have
government-issued photo identification.

As many as 25% of African American citizens of voting age do not have a government-issued
photo ID, compared to only 8% of their white counterparts.

18% of Americans over the age of 65 (or 6 million senior citizens) do not have a government-
issued photo ID.

In 2008, it was widely reported that Indiana’s voter ID law disfranchised 12 nuns who were
trying to vote in the primary election. The nuns were all over 80 years old, all had a history of
voting in past elections, and none of them drove. Their limited mobility made it difficult for
them to get an ID.

VOTER ID LAWS LIMIT VOTERS’ ACCESS TO THE VOTING BOOTH AND HINDER THEIR RIGHT TO CAST A

BALLOT

Voter ID laws restrict access to the voting booth. Rather than erecting hurdles that prevent
Americans from voting, lawmakers must ensure that every eligible voter is allowed to vote, and
that every vote counts.

Any requirement that citizens show government-issued photo ID at the polls reintroduces an
enormous amount of discretion into the balloting process, thus creating opportunities for
discrimination at the polls against racial, ethnic and language minority voters.



e Most polling places rely on volunteers or poll workers with minimal training to check in voters
and answer questions. There is a risk that inadequately trained workers could turn away and
disfranchise even properly documented voters.

OUR COUNTRY HAS COME A LONG WAY SINCE THE PASSAGE OF THE VOTING RIGHTS ACT; VOTER ID
REQUIREMENTS ARE A STEP BACKWARDS

e Voter ID requirements are a dangerous and misguided step backwards in our ongoing quest for
a more democratic society.

e Elected officials should be seeking ways to encourage more voters, not inventing excuses to
deny voters the ability to cast their ballots. Photo ID requirements present substantial barriers
to voting and negatively affect voter participation.

e The history of our nation is characterized by a gradual expansion of voting rights. As our
democracy continued to evolve with the right to vote has been expanded to include most
Americans.

VOTER ID REQUIREMENTS ARE A SOLUTION IN SEARCH OF A PROBLEM

e Thereis no credible evidence that in-person impersonation voter fraud -- the only type of fraud
that photo IDs could prevent —is even a minor problem.

e Proponents of voter ID laws have failed to demonstrate that individual, in -person voter fraud is
even a minor problem anywhere in the country.

e  Multiple studies have found that almost all cases of in-person impersonation voter “fraud” are
the result of a voter making an honest mistake, and that even these mistakes are extremely
infrequent.

e Itisimportant, instead, to focus on both expanding the franchise and ending practices which
actually threaten the integrity of the elections, such as improper purges of voters, voter
harassment, and distribution of false information about when and where to vote. None of these
issues, however, are addressed or can be resolved with a photo ID requirement.
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